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Mr. Ronnie Roberts. D'istribution Commissioner
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RE: DISTRIBUTION OF WATERS ALLOTTED TO |.IEST SIDE IRRIGATION COMPANY

Ron :

I am wrjting in response to your request by phone this date for some guidance in
resolving a dispute among the users of the referenced water. I will summarize
the situation as I understand it:

The total flow del ivered to the West Sjde Irrigation Company js
separated by a divider into two djtches, which I wr'll call "A" and
"8". The users on "A", Carter and Smith, put thejr share of the
flow into a regulating reservoir from whjch they pump 'into
sprinklers. The user on "8", Yardley, takes hjs water some distance
downstream at a headgate diversion and then flood irrigates with it.
Flows in "A" .in excess of that required for immediate appl ication
overf'lows the reservoir and flows into "8". There are no devices
availab'le to measure these flows into'8" and, on occasion, there
may also be some "tailwater" which flows into "8". Carter and Smith
have - without company authorization - created a diversjon on "B" at
wh'i ch they have been tak'i ng some unmeasured part of the f I ow under
the cl aim that i t i s the same water wh i ch overfl owed thei r
reservoir. Since this second diversion is unmeasured, is often
taken during Yardley's watering turn, and is above Yardley's
diversion, Yardley be1 ieves his del ivery is being impaired.

Based on that statement of the problem, I would advise you thus:

F'irst, the distributjon withjn the company and amonq its separate stockholders'is an internal matter and our office has no authority to regulate such matters.
This js true as long as the overall uses of the company rights are within the
condjtions specified for the rights involved (points of djversion, place of use,
uses ) .

Second, jf the separate stockholders within the company cannot work out a
resolut'ion among themse'lves that is mutual'ly satisfactory, the jnvolved parties
can bring a civil action jn the courts to get a ruling. I have heard that there
may already be a court order in place that relates to this matter.
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